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of the army of occupation after one year's stay. Perhaps they
feared that such a measure would endanger public order in a
country recently emerging from anarchy and bereft of its
army.1

In any case, Lord Granville wrote back that " Her Majesty's
Government entirely concurred in the desire to reduce the
force as far as was consistent with the preservation of public
order," and added that Sir Evelyn Wood, a military authority,
had expressed to him personally the belief that the British
garrison might be entirely withdrawn from Cairo without dis-
advantage.

Sir Evelyn Baring (later Lord Cromer), who was appointed
British Agent and Consul-General in Egypt in September

1883,  and to whom Lord Granville referred the matter,
endorsed this opinion on October 9 by saying that he had
come to the conclusion, after consultation with the military
authorities, that the British garrison could safely be with-
drawn from Cairo to Alexandria, and that its total force could
be reduced to 3,000 men/'2

On November i Lord Granville answered that Her
Majesty's Government approved of the recommendation that
the army of occupation be concentrated at Alexandria and its
force reduced to 3,000. But unfortunately, before steps were
taken to put that decision into effect, news came from the
Sudan of the rout of General Hick's army in the Kordofan, and
of the danger to which both the Sudan and Egypt would be
exposed in consequence of the success of the Mahdi, This
necessitated a postponement of both withdrawal and reduc-
tion. The postponement regarding the withdrawal has con-
tinued until the present time.

Another occasion on which the question of evacuation
formed part of international negotiations presented itself in

1884, when Lord Granville addressed a circular to the Powers,
dated 29 April 1884, inviting them to a conference in whkh
to examine the financial situation of Egypt and to provide for
her urgent need of money. The money was needed to pay the
indemnities for damages incurred duiii^j tfee bombardment
and the conflagration at Alexandria, aarf during ihe riots that

1 Parliamentary Papers: Egypt Male* to QrasviBe 26 Almost 1883.

2 Ibid*  Baring to GranviJle, 9 October